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The U.S. policy toward China was based on the expectation that China's domestic system
was transforming into a more moderate and predictable one. The premise of this policy was

the recognition that China's politics is becoming more institutionalized and pluralistic.

The removal of presidential term limits in 2018 meant that the institutionalization that had

been thought to be underway had receded.



As the conflict between the United States and China deepened, China's political institutions
and ideology became a point of contention. The emergence of a hard-line policy toward China
in the Trump administration can be seen as a response to this overall change in U.S.
perceptions of China. Among the changes in the U.S. perception of China, issues surrounding

political systems and ideologies have become important points of contention.



