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The establishment of the National Security Council and the National Security Secretariat as
well as the formulation of the National Security Strategy by the Second Abe Cabinet in 2013
facilitated the introduction and enactment of the Legislation for Peace and Security in 2015
and 2016 respectively. The characteristics of the process of legislation for peace and security
include; (1) a renewed and realistic report submitted by the Expert Panel, providing the
logic to lead to a new interpretation of the Constitution, (2) making the cabinet decision on
the comprehensive legislation policy guidelines through the ruling party coordination,
including clear recognition of the rapidly changing international security situations, a possible
new interpretation of the Constitution on the right to self-defense and comprehensive
measures to be taken, (3) making dynamic political amendments and adjustments in the bill-

drafting process such as tightening diet approval procedures, (4) the revision of the Guidelines



for U.S.-Japan Defense Cooperation in parallel, and (5) a thorough, extensive and speedy
deliberations in a single Diet session. The challenge for the future will be how to take
additional steps to deal with a broader range of emerging issues including in cyberspace and
other new domains, considering the increasing importance of competition in normal situations,
information warfare, hybrid warfare and economic security, while conducting a realistic

reassessment of the significance and limits of the existing peace and security legislation.



