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Under the second Abe administration, Japan’s national security policies became more realistic.
The objectives of this special issue are to examine what the Abe administration changed and
did not change. As an introductory article, this article explores areas that the subsequent four
articles do not address. First, it identifies the historical significance of the Abe administration
which made the Japan-United States alliance more symmetrical in nature. Second, it explains
the strategic approaches presented by Japan’s first National Security Strategy report, and
evaluates them. Third, it focuses on the Japan-U.S. relations, including the aspects of Japan’s
leadership in the TPP negotiation, the new Japan-U.S. defense guidelines, and the concept of

Free and Open Indo-Pacific and the Quad.



