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During the second Abe administration, Japan's arms transfer policy underwent a major change.
The Three Principles on Arms Exports, which had been interpreted to mean an arms transfer
ban in principle, was enacted by the Eisaku Sato Cabinet and strengthened by the Miki
Cabinet. It later evolved into the Three Principles on Defense Equipment Transfers, which
allows for transfers for security policy reasons.

The change to the three principles was not the result of the political initiative of the
Abe administration alone. Also significant was the expansion of the exception to the arms
embargo for the procurement of the F-35, which had been in place since the administration
led by the Democratic Party of Japan The Abe administration did, however, play a major role
in organizing and integrating the previous exceptions and giving them significance as part of
the national strategy.

However, the Abe administration's active involvement in defense equipment transfer



has not achieved any significant results in defense equipment transfer since then, nor has it
necessarily contributed effectively to the defense technology strategy or the maintenance of
the defense industrial base. The Abe administration left many challenges unaddressed. These
challenges were recognized by the Kan administration and subsequent administrations as well,

but to date have not been effectively addressed.



