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In December 2013, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe legislated the Act on the Protection of
Specially Designated Secrets (APSDS), which was enacted on December 10, 2014. The
“Specially Designated Secret” was the first-ever law-based national top secret categorization
defined as information on 1) defense, 2) diplomacy, 3) prevention of specified harmful
activities, 4) prevention of terrorist activities. All ministries/agencies of the Japanese
government are obliged to handle their secrets by obeying the act, and in case of leakage, the
maximum penalty is 10 years and of instigation, and/or 5 years imprisonment. On the same
day of this enactment, the Commission for Oversight of Information Protection was
established in the Diet. The Inspector General for Public Records Management was also
established in the Cabinet Office. Both are assigned to oversee appropriate handling of
governmental secrets. It can be said that the oversight systems in the Japanese government

are designed to ensure transparency of the APSDS.



On the other hand, the act developed an infrastructure for inter-ministry/agencies as
well as international intelligence sharing. Now officials in the Ministry of Defense have no
reason to refuse sharing intelligence with diplomats and security officers in the office of the
National Security Secretariat: the same can be said for the US-Japan relationship. The APSDS
is regarded as an indispensable infrastructure for intelligence sharing in the government and

for intergovernmental relations.



