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Rethinking “African Solutions to Africa's Problems”: Peace Operations in Africa
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What does "African solutions to Africa's problems” mean in the pursuit of "Sustaining Peace"?
Since the 1990s, Africa has been an important field of peacebuilding accompanied by election,
protection of civilians (PoC), and counter-terrorism. In addition to UN peacekeeping
operations, the African Union (AU) and sub-regional organizations have established
"partnerships” with the UN, the EU, and other external actors to conduct multi-layered peace
operations. The UN Charter-based international order has been the foundation of these
activities, though it often faces severe challenges. In pursuing "Sustaining Peace" globally, it is
inevitable to ask whether "sustaining engagement” is possible in Africa. In this article, the
author points out that “African solutions to Africa's problems " means both a regional security

initiative and a global burden-sharing. This is most evident in the form and nature of peace



operations in Somalia from the 1990s to the present.



