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This paper examines whether Trump's foreign policy toward the Middle East has continuity
with, or deviates from, the foreign policy of successive U.S. administrations toward the Middle
East. Focusing on the history of Trump's military withdrawal from Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria
and his hardline policy toward Iran, it is difficult to conclude that Trump's foreign policy
toward the Middle East was exceptional in the history of U.S. foreign policy. Rather, it was
pragmatic, reflecting the overall decline in the importance of the Middle East due to the end
of the Cold War and the rise of the U.S. shale oil industry. It also reflected the recent trend
toward withdrawal from excessive military involvement in the Middle East, which had
increased through the Gulf War and the “Global War on Terror.” However, it was also clear

that the U.S. foreign policy toward the Middle East was strongly influenced by Trump's



personal beliefs and personal factors. At first glance, Trump's foreign policy toward the Middle
East may seem unconventional, but in reality it was a mixture of two contradictory elements:

continuity with previous administrations and deviation from them.



