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The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic affects a wide range of socioeconomic
aspects, and therefore, the response to it must entail not only infectious disease control but
also coordination and cooperation with other issue areas such as security, economy, and human

rights. In particular, the spread of COVID-19 threatens the "human security” for people under



humanitarian crises, and therefore, global health and humanitarianism must function in a
complementary manner. This paper examines how the relationship between global health and
humanitarianism has changed, from the Ebola crisis in West African countries (2014-2016)
to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The World Health Organization’s response to the Ebola
crisis was inadequate in terms of its leadership, management capacity, and trust building with
humanitarian actors—this was due to the tensions related to “security” between those involved
in global health and humanitarianism. Global health is based on the sovereign state system,
while humanitarianism relies on human security. Thus, the COVID-19 response has taken into
account the lessons learned from the Ebola crisis—the division of labor between actors in

global health and humanitarianism has been clarified and joint projects implemented.



